1. PHONEMES 

1. 1. Contrast. The nucleus of a phoneme is contrastive as 
to point and type of articulation. Employing three arti- 
culatory zones, consonants are shown in Chart A. Ranging 
from front, to central, to back, vowels are shown in Chart B. 



Chart A 
CONSONANTS 

Bilabial Alveolar Velar 

Stop 8 t k 

b d g 

Fricatives f s 

Nasals m n 

Vibrant r 



Semi -Vowel 8 w y 





Chart B 






VO W EL S 






Front Central 


Back 


High 


i 


u 


Low 


e a 






Consonant phonemes contrast in identical and analogous 



environment. 



/V't. 
/W v. 
Ill v. 

/W V. 

N v. 

/V V. 

/v 
/v 

/r/ 
/*/ 
/y/ v. 



V. 



V. 



N 
/£/ 
N 
N 

/d/ 
hi 
/b/ 

/d/ 
/«/ 

/b/ 



/ewium/ 


f his saliva 1 


/ebiiW 


/wiro/ 


f yo^ ( 2 ) come 1 


/firo/ 


/feo/ 


f you fold 1 


/beo/ 


/kama/ 


•black 1 


/kaba/ 


/neem/ 


'father of 1 


/deem/ 


/tawa/ 


1 here' 


/dawa/ 


/ditoo/ 


•you tell 1 


/diro/ 


/tan/ 


'to lean' 


/san/ 


/furo/ 


'I went' 


/fudo/ 


/gaam/ 


•skin' 


/gaan/ 


/yuwa/ 


•name' 


/suwa/ 



'his soap' 
'you (2) go' 
•you work' 
•moon' 
'feces' 
'tree type' 
•you (2) speak' 
•digging stick' 
•you break* 
•child' 
'place' 



Vowel phonemes contrast in identical and analogous envi- 



ronments. 



/«/ 

/e/ 
/o/ 
lot 



V. 



/i/ 

/a/ 
/u/ 
/a/ 



/enaye/ f I give* 
/kowiye/ • stump* 
/koba/ f dish f 
/sumo/ f He hit? 1 



/inaye/ f I put f 

/kowiya/ f tongs 1 

/ktiba/ 'stick 1 

/suma/ 'He hit! 
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